
Tom Ryan walked into a small coffeeshop in the even smaller town 
of Milwaukie, Oregon one morning in 2008 and changed the world 
of The ByrdBrains forever. 
 
This musical multi-tasker hails from Wisconsin where he cut his 
teeth on guitar at a very early age.  His teeth have since healed, by 
the way.  Life and other things blocked Tom’s path to musical nir-
vana for 29 years before a chance friendship with The Kingsmen’s 
Mike Mitchell changed all that.  Mike encouraged him to respond to 
The ByrdBrains’ Craigslist ad and the rest is becoming history. 
 
Tom’s abilities with guitars, keyboards, percussion (Tom’s our Tam-
bourine Man!) and vocals are second only to his drive for perfection 
in everything he does, and this is evident in every note he plays. 


